College vs High School Coursework Expectations

Category

High School

College

Course Content

Content is determined by the
TEKS (Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills).

Content is guided by THECB and
the Collin College Academic
Department guidelines.

Focus is on meeting student
learning outcomes through content
AFB Policy that is chosen by the
faculty member and approved by
the academic department. The
faculty member has high levels of
control of the specific content that
is covered.

Collin College supports the idea that
across every level of education,
expectations for student learning should
increase. As such, courses taught at the
College level should require students to
meet rigor and even higher standards
than those same courses taught in high
school.

Academic Freedom

Standards and expectations
are guided by the TEKS.
Faculty must meet all
standards.

Freedom is in how you teach
content.

Standards are part of accreditation,
but so is a high degree of academic
freedom.

There is more flexibility in what content
is taught, and how it is taught in
covering department and college-
approved learning outcomes.

For more information please refer to
Collin College’s Board Policy:
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/

PolicyDetails?
key=304&code=DGC#localTabContent



https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=304&code=DGC#localTabContent

Grading Policies

Determined by campus
and/or ISD policies.

Policies may require reteach
and retest.

Consequences for
attendance are determined
by State law and district
policies.

Guided by departmental
requirements. Some departments
have explicit requirements, others
provide more flexibility in grading to
the instructor.

Faculty may choose to, but are not
required to allow multiple attempts
on assignments or exams.

Consequences for poor attendance and
lack of adherence to course deadlines
are determined by the instructor.

Student Learning
Outcomes and
Competencies

Must meet TEKS guidelines.

Additional outcomes
can be required by
campus and/or district.

See details here:

http://tea.texas.gov/curriculum/
teks/

Must meet SACSCOC guidelines,
THECB core curriculum
requirements, Collin College
general education competencies,
course SLOs (student learning
outcomes), and PSLOs (program-
level student learning outcomes).

Regulations of
Privacy

FERPA: parents and
guardians have access to
student information.

FERPA: only student has access to
information, regardless of their age.
Students may choose to fill out a
FERPA waiver to allow parents to have
access.

See further information here:

https://www.collin.edu/register/
ferpa.html



http://tea.texas.gov/curriculum/teks/
https://www.collin.edu/register/ferpa.html

Disability Services

ARD paperwork or 504
plans. All approved
accommodations and
modifications must be
provided.

In the college setting, curriculum
modifications are not required for
students with disabilities. However,
accommodations will be approved by
the Collin College ACCESS
Department on a course by course,
case by case basis. Approved
accommodations must be
implemented by faculty.

Students must provide a Course
Accessibility Letter signed by an
ACCESS Advisor to faculty before any
accommodations can be provided.
Accommodations may not be provided
before faculty receive a Course
Accessibility Letter. The provision of
accommodations is not retroactive.

Learn more here:
https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/
disabilityservices/index.html



https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/disabilityservices/index.html



